
Interim Time is Lifeshaping Time 

Grace Notes 

Interim ministry is rather like a summer camp 

session. It isn’t a long term relationship, but it can be 

a lifeshaping one.  There are 4 focuses : 

HERITAGE  

CONNECTIONS  

MISSION  

LEADERSHIP.  

Our primary task right now is to be the church—to be 

a creative and compelling witness to Jesus Christ 

here in this neighborhood.  We will be honest to God 

and each other while we pray and serve and laugh 

and learn.  Our second vital task is to get ready to 

make a good match with your next settled pastor, and 

it just so happens that the first task is one of the best 

ways to do that! 

This is a chance to ask deep questions and open up 

the drawers.  It is a chance to play and daydream 

about who Grace could be.  We will try on new 

methods of lifelong learning and evangelism with the 

hope that they become habits of the heart. Interim 

ministry can be the greatest asset to a congregation if 

they dig in and really do the work.  Like any good life 

coach or physical therapist—the consultant can only 

do so much.  It is up to you to make it work and 

discover what comes next.  

Between now and Christmas we will be making a 

creative journey through the four interim focuses to 

get a better sense of what kind of preparation work 

needs to happen before truly launching the search 

for the next settled priest.  We will also be going 

through the practices of Christianness that always 

happen—worship, fellowship, stewardship, service. 

An important part of this process is the Fenwick Hall 

Wall Work.  During my first month or so here I was 

focused on getting to know y’all (or should I say you 

guys), and now we are gathering information about 

the deep heritage of Grace Church.  All of this will be 

kept and shared with the Discernment committee as well 

as the next settled pastor of Grace.   

The Open Book gatherings will likewise explore these 

areas of Interim focus. The Gifts of Imperfection connects 

to the emotional work of exploring the Grace heritage; 

then Being Christian will connect to our knowledge of our 

Mission and Leadership.  I believe that if we explore this 

time together with wholeheartedness, then the next call 

partnership for Grace Church will bear fine fruit.  

I feel it is such a grace to have found myself here in 

Pemberton and serving with Grace Church.  There is 

such openness and curiosity, as well as such lovely 

people.  I am looking forward to exploring with you the 

interim process.  More importantly however, I am 

grateful for the chance to serve with you and I hope we 

will discover new hope and insights as we journey 

together. 

Blessings! 

The Reverend Jane Gober 

Interim Rector 

Email jag.pemberton@gmail.com  phone 505-702-1892 

Grace Episcopal Church 

609-894-8001 
graceepiscopalchurchnj.org 

Late Summer 2018 

Periods of Interim Ministry are like Summer Camp.  Play, pray-

er, trying new things, and then heading home. 



Sponsored by the Committee for 

Ministry with Older Adults  of the 

Diocese of New Jersey. 

The Vestry has nominated Bill & Joan 

Hess to be honored at the Diocesan 

Evensong. This is a wonderful 

service; one of Bishop Stokes most 

favorite services.  Save the 

date!  Past honorees are Jean Cook, 

Bob Reeves, Joy Riley, Fred Mehler, 

Marcella Johnson, Dave Herbert, 

you will celebrate the ministry of our 

friends at the Cathedral If you would 

like to carpool, let the office know! 

Freddie Woodall, Jim Cochran, Joe 

Patykula, and Kathy Waugh.  

One of the strengths of the Episcopal 

church is that we are connected 

across the state and the world with 

other people pursuing the reign of 

God.   

Connecting with the wider diocese 

is important to our sense that we are 

not alone in this mission.  We hope 

10 Things About Jane (the new one) 

 She has lived in 13 states and West Germany 

 Her favorite movie is Spirited Away 

 Was an extra in the series finale of ‘In Plain Sight’ 

 She loves college baseball, especially Ole Miss 

 Her favorite fiction book is Life of Pi 

 Is creative but lacks a crafty hobby 

 Secretly wishes she was Jimmy Buffett 

 Would be sorted into Ravenclaw at Hogwarts 

 Loves Indian food 

 Cannot turn down peaches 

Open Book Gatherings 

Older Adult Ministry Evensong 

September 29th, 2pm 

Trinity Cathedral 

801 W. State Street 

Trenton, NJ 08618  
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Lifelong Learning is one of our 

Baptismal promises and is an im-

portant part of being a healthy 

attractive (as in folks want to ex-

plore faith with you) church.  

Each month of our Interim time 

there will be a book of the 

month, and chances to gather 

and learn deeply about our call 

as Christ’s body in this place and 

time.  Even if you cannot make 

any of the scheduled gatherings, 

we invite you to engage the book 

of the month anyways!   

Almost every title is available 

both in print (digital and paper) as well as in audio formats - so that 

all sorts of schedules and abilities can join in the lifelong learning 

process.  The book for September will be Being Christian by Rowan 

Williams.  In October the book is Sticking Points by Hadyn Shaw, and 

November will be Searching for Sunday by Rachel Held Evans .  De-

cember  Transitions by William Bridges.  January Ordinary Resurrec-

tions by Jonathan Kozol. 
 

September  

Tuesday, 9/18, 3:00 p.m.  

Wednesday, 9/26 7:00 p.m. (starting with Compline) 

October 

Tuesday, 10/23, 3:00 p.m.  

Wednesday, 10/24 7:00 p.m. (starting with Compline) 



Did you try the Loafishes match up?  Grace Church is a gem of a property lovingly cared for 

by devoted people.  We are situated in an area that is both rural and high traffic.  Is there a 

sacred need that we can use our assets to meet?  It wouldn’t hurt to try!  Evenly (or nearly 

so) divide your Cheerio’s into three sets and place them in the columns below.  For 

each piece think of (and write if you so choose) one response to the column.  When they are all com-

plete randomly match something from column 1, with something from 2, and something from 3.  Then 

DAYDREAM or BRAINSTORM what NEW LOAVES could come from this combination.  Keep matching 

until you find something YOU CAN TRULY TRY TO DO for the Reign of God.  Then share it!!!   

This is adapted from Holy Currencies by Eric Law.  If you liked this, check his book out. 

Hermione’s List 

Loafishes—Holy Assets 

Twist your prayer.  In the back of the nave we now have a 

devotional tree where you are invited to twist on a prayer 

or intention.  A simple and straightforward yet tangible prayer practice in the tradi-

tion of votive candles (but much less of a liability.)   

As we journey through this time we invite you to twist your prayer onto our tree. 

Devotional Tree 
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Berry Prayer Curtain 
In late August and early September we will begin an Interim prayers project.  You will be in-

vited to deeply consider and bring together in a visual prayer the hopes and concerns and 

struggles and delights that every historically rooted parish has.  Each household will be sent a 

set of cards with specific prompts to anonymously and prayerfully respond to and then return 

to Grace.  They will then be assembled in a curtain of prayers in the sanctuary, and then the 

responses shaped into a parish specific prayer for the upcoming settled pastor search pro-

cess.   So please take the time to engage in this crucial part of the interim ministry journey.   



Trunk and Treat: October 31 

Starting around 5pm, first come, 

first spot on the driveway.  If we 

have more cars we can direct 

friends back to our parking lot.  

Bring individually wrapped 

treats, and I recommend avoid-

ing anything with nuts, but it is 

your choice!   

Let’s celebrate confronting the 

things that scare us, the wonder 

of fictional heroes, and the joy of 

make believe!  Bring your car 

and decorate your trunk to greet 

the trick or treaters that pass by 

our property on Halloween.   

Bookish themes (like Wrinkle in 

Time, or 

Runaway Bunny…)  are encour-

aged.  Or maybe you have a fa-

vorite saint or Bible story.   

This is an easy way to connect 

with the local community on the 

most natural night to share some 

fun.   

Grace Church Food Pantry  
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On July 18, 2018 I had the honor and 

pleasure to visit Joan and Bill Hess for 

lunch at their lovely home.  My pur-

pose was to glean information from 

them for the upcoming Evensong at 

the Cathedral in Trenton on Septem-

ber 29th.  Bill and Joan gave me a 

wealth of information about the Sea-

men’s Institute and the Grace Church 

Food Pantry. The following narrative 

recounts information about the food 

pantry.   

Joan is the manager/director of the 

Grace Church Food Pantry.  Among 

many things and through her tireless 

efforts Joan has organized the storage 

room so that it is much easier to access 

the food stored there for the monthly 

food pantry offering to the community. 

She has developed and streamlined 

financial records and maintains an im-

peccable accounting system.    She has 

encouraged and nurtured a core of 

faithful volunteers resulting in an in-

crease in participation. Joan, a woman 

of deep faith, gathers the volunteers 

on the food pantry day with a prayer. Of course, the vol-

unteers wait in anticipation of fresh, hot pretzels brought 

to us by Bill Hess! 

As a member of the Food Bank of South Jersey, she at-

tends yearly training and each year the Serve Safe Food 

Handler is renewed receiving a certificate of comple-

tion.  In addition, there are two in- service classes. 

She explained that ShopRite grants us a $500 on a yearly 

basis.  The Food Bank of South Jersey supplies much of 

the food. The food truck delivers between 1000-2000 

pounds of food comprising of State and Federal 

food.  Through our donations Joan can buy food addition-

al food items such as rice, canned veggies, soup, sham-

poo. Joan often goes the extra mile on food pantry day 

when she supplies recipes for the patrons and at times 

making up a dish for them to sample.  For instance, Joan 

noticed that canned crab wasn’t being taken, thus she 

and Jeanne Maskell prepared crab cakes for the patron to 

sample. 

Grace Church is blessed to have Joan in charge of a com-

plex food pantry for the community.   



We all could use more peace and you might need more of a rhythm to your prayer life.  Almost every 

Wednesday we share in the daily office of Compline.  We often meet at the Green Chapel by the Creek, 

but if the weather is wet we are in the sanctuary.  All ages are welcome and invited, and all abilities and 

notions are welcome too.  We simply desire to offer the gift of prayer and contemplation to the neighbor-

hood. 

Compline 

Page 5 Late Summer 2018 

FYi—and How can You Help? 
 
The Altar Guild has started a vestment fund.  Janet Tuck noted that the white chasuble used for 
special services, such as All Saint’s Day, Christmas, Easter, Pentecost, etc. were in bad shape, 

could not be repaired.  Thank you, Janet for starting up this initiative.  The Chasuble and Stole 

range from $527-$1235, depending on style.  Donations are welcome. Envelopes available in the 

back of church table.  
 

Organ Fund& Restoration – Thanks to all for their generous donations towards the Organ Res-
toration. Upon completion the Organ Restoration will be paid in full. Working together we can 

accomplish improvements that help us share good news with the neighborhood.  
 

Pastor Danetta McCain of Cleanse Heart Ministries will conduct services at Grace Church on 

September 2, 9, 16, 23, and 30;  from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.  

 

Hosts needed for Sunday Hospitality/Tea on the Lawn 
Hosts are needed to provide refreshments after 8:00 and 9:30 services.   There is a sig-

nup sheet in the back of the church for your convenience.   You may also contact the 

church office at 609-894-800l.   It is a wonderful gift to offer refreshments for our 

guests.  

 

Wanted: Sponsors for Flowers ($45), for Candles, Bread and Wine ($20). You can re-
member or honor loved ones through sponsoring contributions. Schedules are at the back of 

the church or contact the Church Office. We have open dates for Flowers: October 21 & 28. 

Candles: October 14, 21, and 28.  

 
 

Thursday, 9/15 or 22, 7 a.m.-Noon: Grace Food Pantry receipt of food and set-up. Volun-
teers needed if only for an hour or two. Information: Joan Hess or Jeanne Maskell if you can 

help.jkfhess@comcast.netor  609-760-0119 or Jeanne Maskell [jmaskell2@comcast.net] 

 

October 27—Project Resource at Grace Church A diocesan training event focused on ho-
listic stewardship will be hosted and held here at the gem of the diocese, Grace Church.  

Mark your calendars and be ready to learn and grow and connect. 
 

First Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m., Men’s Service Group and Women’s Group. Information: Bill 
Shormanshoo49@juno.com  or Kathy Waugh 9kjwaugh@comcast.net 

mailto:jkfhess@comcast.net
mailto:shoo49@juno.com


Our pets bring us so much, and they also 

need so much from us.  The annual Blessing of 

the Beasts is a chance to love our pets and 

animals and those of our neighbors.   

It is an opportunity to pray about both their 

gifts and the ways that they might create trials 

in our lives.  We will sing and pray, and also 

offer a chance to pray for pets who have died 

this year.   If you can , we invite you to bring a 

donation for the local humane society—treats, 

blankets, etc.   

We will be joined by some of our 

neighboring 

Episcopal Churches  

in this annual delight.  

Building our 

connectivity is an 

important part of the 

Interim time. 

The Blessing of the Beasts is one of the best times to 

invite friends and neighbors to experience the love of 

Grace Church.  Who do you know that could use 

some love this October? 

Grace Church Serves Sunday: 9.16.18 

First Aid Pack Assembly!  We are 

collecting items to assemble into 

small First Aid Packs for our Pan-

try clients.   

We would like to assemble 70 

packs and therefore are seeking 

donations of the following items: 

Band-Aids, Antibiotic ointment, 

gauze pads, adhesive cloth tape, 

tweezers, antiseptic wipes.   

If you know of a connection that 

can help us with a donation of 

some of these supplies please 

get us connected.   

We will put these together after 

both services on 9.16. 

Blessing of the Beasts! October 7th 

2 pm 

Bring your  

fuzzy and furry friends,  

and their animals too. 
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It is finished!  It is amazing what Grace Church can do together.  This is an investment for the 

long term in an instrument that is our unique gift to the neighborhood.  Sacred classical music, 

such as what is typically played on a fine organ, can invite us into ponderings and hopes that 

other music forms may not.  How many people do you know  for whom it was the music that re-

shaped their faith journey?  There are many people who  met Jesus because they love fine mu-

sic and went to a performance or were recruited for a fine choir.  There are also friends and 

neighbors who know Jesus, yet it was the lure of an organ concert that led them to this tradition 

which better suits their lifestyle.  We do not know what to expect from the days ahead, howev-

er, we can be sure that such a fine instrument is a wise investment of time and talent.  Now the 

challenge will be how can Grace Church translate this into hope, healing, learning, and prayer 

for people in need of Good News? 

Organ Complete!!!! 



and Anglican churches 

….” (Wikipedia) 

The Grace Church Choir and con-

gregation have chanted  a number 

of sacred pieces such as “Kyrie 

Eleison, Stay With Me, O Lord hear 

my prayer, El Senyor, and Ubi cari-

tas”, all from Taize. The simple chant 

heard in the Church of Our Savior is 

from “The Hymnal 1982, Service Mu-

sic,  #415, Chant setting by Jerome 

Webster Meachen.” 

A chant is a prayer, a song, a medi-

tation, a contemplative rhythm of 

worship. 

“Ubi caritas et amor, ubi caritas De-

us ibiest.   

“Live in charity and steadfast love, 

live in charity; God will dwell with 

you.” 

-Kathy Waugh 

In a recent visit to the Church of Our 

Savior in Killington, Vermont, I was 

pleased to once again chant the 

psalm.  A very small congregation, 

no more than twelve people, yet the 

simple chant was easily sung by the 

small gathering. As the summer 

begin its slow descent into fall, there 

is a promise that the Grace Church 

Choir, will once again engage the 

parish in simple chants for the 

psalms.   

“A chant (from French chanter,
[1] from Latin cantare, "to sing")[2] is 

the iterative speaking 

or singing of words or sounds, often 

primarily on one or two 

main pitches called reciting tones. 

Chants may range from a sim-

ple melody involving a limited set 

of notes to highly complex musical 

structures, often including a great 

deal of repetition of musical sub-

phrases, such as Great Responsories 

and Offertories of Gregorian chant. 

Chant may be considered speech, 

music, or a heightened or stylized 

form of speech. In the later Middle 

Ages some religious chant evolved 

into “song (forming one of the roots 

of later Western music)

…”(Wikipedia) 

“Chanting (e.g., mantra, sacred text, 

the name of God/Spirit, etc.) is a 

commonly used spiritual practice. 

Like prayer, chant may be a compo-

nent of either personal or group 

practice. Diverse spiritual traditions 

consider chant a route to spiritual 

development…” (Wikipedia) 

“Some examples include chant 

in African…,  Native Ameri-

can, Assyrian and Australian Aborig-

inal cultures, Gregorian 

various Buddhist chants…,  Taizé 

Community, Lutheran, 

Learn About the Tradition of Sacred Chant 

Prayer for Interim Time 

May this be a place of Discovery,  

where the possibilities that sleep in the sand of our souls  

can emerge to deepen and refine our vision  

for all that is Yet to come.  

May this be a place of courage  

where healing and growth are loved,  

where dignity and forgiveness prevail.   

A place where patience is prized  

and the Destination is never lost,  

though the journey can be difficult and slow.  

May this be a place of truthful welcome  

and a hearth of Great Delight.  

May we have the eyes to see  

that no one arrives without a Gift  

and no one leaves without a blessing.  

To the honor and glory of your Name,  

now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Adapted from ‘For a New Home’ To Bless the Space Between Us 

by John O’Donohoe  

43 Elizabeth Street 

Pemberton, New Jersey 08068 

609-894-8001 

graceepiscopalchurchnj.org 

@graceepiscopalpemberton 
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