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UPCOMING  

 Grace Church 
Women’s Christmas 
Dinner! 

Please join us for fun, food, 
carols and entertainment.  
Guests and friends welcome! 

Wednesday, December 14  

Holy Eucharist @6:00 pm; 
dinner @6:45pm.  Grace 
Church Fenwick Hall 

Cost:  $25 per person 

Please bring a re-gift item to 
exchange and a new hat or 
gloves to donate to our Food 
Pantry patrons and Nesbit 
Center children.   

Wine is acceptable for BYOB 

RSVP:  Sunday Pittman (609-
217-9019) or Sadie Hampton 
(609-668-8495) on or before 
Dec. 4th .   

 Sunday, November 
27th 

The Grace Church Choir 
travels to The Evergreens, a 
retirement community in 
Moorestown (309 Bridgeboro 
Road), to perform at their 
Advent  Lessons & Carols 
Service at 3:30 pm. All are 
welcome!   

 

Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 

This week many of us will 
gather with family and 
friends to give thanks and 
to remember our history 
as a nation into which most 
of us came as strangers and 
yet received grace upon 
grace. And then we enter 
the season of Advent – the 
church year beginning even 
as the calendar year is 
coming to a close.   

And how we yearn and 
need a new beginning. Our 
collect for this Sunday 
reads: Almighty God, give us 
grace to cast away the works 
of darkness, and put on the 
armor of light, now in the 
time of this mortal life in 
which your Son Jesus Christ 
came to visit us in great 
humility….” 

Always, as Christians, we 
have a contrast between 
the world as most know it, 
a world the media present 
as real, a world in which 
darkness grows and fails to 
recognize the Holy One in 
our midst and a world 
infused with the light, 
truth, hope, love, and 
humility of Christ, who 
comes to be God with us 
and to transform our lives 
and to save us and all 

creation. 
 

So, I hope you will pray 
deeply and choose wisely 
with your brothers and 
sisters in Christ who form 
the family of Grace 
Church. May our coming 
together to worship God 
during Advent and 
throughout the season of 
Christmas enable us to 
reach out to our 
community and share the 
good news of “a place fully 
inhabited or indwelt by 
Christ through his Spirit.”   
 
And let us truly rejoice 
always and abide in the 
love of Christ, for that is 
what God intends for us.  

Grace and peace, 

Jane+ 

Join us for our 
Thanksgiving Eucha-
rist with Pemberton 
United Methodist 
Church and our com-
bined choirs, 7 pm, 
11/23, at Grace.  

 

Grateful thanks for all 
those who have made 
commitments for finan-
cial support for Grace 
Church for 2017, and for 
Ken Maskell, Steward-
ship Chair, Sarah Dat-
tilo, and Ingrid Welsh 
who have offered stew-
ardship sermons.  

If you have not yet turned in 
your pledge or would like to 
discuss it, Ken Maskell, treasur-
er Ingrid Welsh, or Mother Jane 
would be pleased to have a con-
versation with you.  

Come home for Christmas! 

Christmas Eve, 12/24: Family       
Eucharist, 5 p.m.; Choral interlude, 10:30 
p.m.;  Holy Eucharist, 11 p.m.; Christmas Day, 
12/25: 9 a.m. Holy Eucharist; New Year’s Day, 
1/1: Holy Eucharist at 8 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. 



Grace Newsletter 
— new look and 

new title TBD: 
Thanks to Tomaso Collik 
Migliaccio for encouraging us 
to return to publishing a 
newsletter, suggesting that 
we begin on a quarterly basis, 
to supplement our weekly 
announcements. Our 
editorial team so far: 
Tomaso, Kathy Waugh, and 
Mother Jane. We need 
your help.  We are looking 
for your stories about Grace 
Church and our community 
and we need folks to 
interview and to write.  In 
the future we will be offering 
excerpts from our oral 
history committee, chaired 
by Toby Green.  

And we decided we need a 
new name (to follow upon 
Amazing Grace) that will 
incorporate our church’s 
name: Grace. Please send 
suggestions to 
kjwaugh@comcast.net. We 
imagine that each issue will 
focus on a theme — this issue 
has articles related to our 
music ministry written by 
Friends of Music Chair Kathy 
Waugh.  

_____________________ 

friends of music 

At grace church 

The mission of Friends of 
Music is to provide artistic 
musical enrichment of the 
parish and the greater 
Pemberton NJ community 
through concerts, special 
services, outreach, and 
support of musical events. 
We have a beautiful 
sanctuary with excellent 
acoustics and events that 
bring more people to 
experience it will be a 

blessing to all. 
 
Among the goals of the 
organization are to 
generate increased 
financial support for the 
music program through 
stewardship. For 
example, repair and 
restoration of the 
Holtkamp organ, 
purchase of ancillary 
music equipment, sound 
systems, guest singers/
instrumentalists, and 
musical events.   
 
Throughout the year 
brief narratives may 
appear in the Sunday 
announcements and be 
posted on the Grace 
Church Facebook page 
regarding composers, 
sacred music, lyrics, 
hymns, psalms, canticles, 
chants, and other musical 
information.  These 
narratives are to provide 
readers with insight into 
the exceptional and 
varied music program at 
Grace Church.   

Our Holtkamp organ, opus 1603 

In 1938 the Grace Church 
congregation officially moved 
into their new church build-
ing and celebrated Easter 
morning services. 

Grace Church contacted an 
organ builder a year before 
completing the new church 
and authorized the architect 
to revise the building plans.  
Next the building committee 
was tasked with the problem 
of providing proper acoustics 
in order that the music might 
be heard with the utmost 
beauty and clarity in every 
part of the building.  Hard, 
smooth walls would have 
caused too much reverbera-
tion or echo.  After study of 
this issue, it was concluded 
that the walls would be of a 
rough sand surface, together 
with wainscot, doors and 
trim of very soft wood, e.g. 
white cedar.  The organ was 
then built by the Holtkamp 
firm of Cleveland, Ohio, and   
dedicated September 22, 
1938.   

The Holtkamp Organ was 
built to the specifications of 
Grace Church, Pemberton, 
NJ by the Votteler-Holtkamp
-Sparling Organ Company, 
Cleveland, Ohio in 1938.  
Franklin Chambers and his 
wife spent much time and 
effort searching for just the 
right organ for the church. 
Mr. Chambers was the senior 
warden at the time Grace 
Church was built.  They fell 
in love with the Holtkamp 
Organ from Ohio and insist-
ed that it was the perfect 
organ for the church.  The 
contract for the organ was 
executed on January 18, 
1938, for a total price of 
$4094.00.  A service for the 
Dedication of the organ was 

scheduled for Thursday 
Evening, September 22, 
1938; recital pieces played 
by Parvin Titus, organist and 
choirmaster of Christ 
Church, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

The handsome pipe organ is 
an early example of the now 
famous Baroque craftsman-
ship of the Swiss organ build-
er, Holtkamp. Upon hearing 
the organ, the exquisite 
acoustical quality of the 
building makes itself mani-
fest.  The chimes in the tow-
er are amplified from the 
organ. Grace’s organ is the 
first of seven Holtkamp or-
gans in NJ, predating by 20 
years the second. It is the 
only Holtkamp in South Jer-
sey.  

Later in the history of Grace 
Church, in 1978, the Holt-
kamp Baroque Pipe Organ 
suffered extensive water 
damage as a result of an ar-
son attempt.  Initial esti-
mates indicate repairs would 
cost $9300.00; taking at least 
ten weeks to complete.  The 
water destroyed the leathers; 
repair required completely 
disassembling the organ. 
Since then we have had do-
nors who have enabled us to 
maintain the organ and make 
urgent repairs. We have be-
gun an effort to secure fund-
ing needed to restore our 
organ, estimated at approxi-
mately $40,000.  

Further information : 
www.holtkamporgan.com. 

_____________________ 

“Music gives a soul to 
the universe, wings to 
the mind, and life to 
everything.“  (Plato)  



Christmas Eve, 1924 

A little girl sits on the side of 

the bed she shared with three 

of her five sisters. She is in 

tears. It is just past midnight 

and what should have been a 

happy, magical evening has 

turned once again into a 

terrible dream. Coming from 

a large Italian American family 

she celebrated Christmas Eve 

with Vigilia Cena, the dinner 

eaten before midnight mass. 

Her father, a make of home-

made wine, has had too much 

to drink again and has gotten 

angry with his wife and 

children. Dishes and pots 

went flying, glasses smashed, 

wife and family in tears. He 

now is sound asleep on the 

sofa. The little girl goes to the 

window and seeing the 

Christmas Star makes a wish 

and a vow that if she has any 

children, each Christmas will 

be all that hers is not. She 

makes the sign of the cross and 

gets back into bed, hoping for 

a better day tomorrow. 

The December Holidays, two 
weeks before Christmas: 1952 

A boy and his mother sit on a 
train about to pull out from 
the station of their hometown 
of Trenton NJ going to New 
York City. The well-dressed 
mother looks down at her 
seven-year old, curly-headed 
son and with a smile she says, 
“Now, you are going to see 
life!” The little boy has no idea 
what she is talking about, but 
he is excited. He’s heard so 
much about New York that he 
knows it must be some place 
very special! The train pulls 
out of the snowy station and 

starts on a journey that will 
change his life forever. 

They arrive at Grand Central 
Station and the first thing the 
little boy senses is the holiday 
excitement in the rushing 
footsteps of all of the people. 
The scents of roasting 
chestnuts and peanuts fill his 
nostrils with the first of many 
wondrous delights. The 
station is filled with the 
hustle bustle of holiday 
people, all bigger than he is. 
His mother holds tightly to 
his hand as they race for a cab 
that will take them to the 
Hotel Taft. As they ride 
through the city, he is 
astounded by all that he sees. 
The lights, the store 
windows, the decorations, 
the traffic, all the people! 
WOW! They enter the busy 
lobby of the hotel and an 
elevator zooms them up to 
their room. They unpack 
quickly, not a moment to 
lose, for there is much to see 
and do on this Friday 
afternoon. 

Out of the hotel they fly into 
another cab and down to the 
shopping district to see the 
stores, especially all of the 
wonderful Christmas display 
windows filled with moving 
statues which dance, skate, 

laugh, fly through the air. 
Saks Fifth Avenue, Lord and 
Taylor’s, B. Altman’s, even 
Woolworth’s! The boy has 

never seen such colors, 
experienced such magic! 
And to every wish and desire 
his mother says, “YES! My 
son.” They eat at Horn and 
Hardart’s. Such a fantastic 
place! For a few coins put 
into a wall out comes food 
already hot and cooked just 
for you. His mother says, 
“Let’s go for a walk.” They 
go to Rockefeller Center to 
see THE TREE! The biggest 
Christmas tree the boy has 
ever seen! Then the 
beautiful golden wire angels 
blowing on trumpets catch 
his attention. New York at 
Christmas…a fantasy come 
to life! As they watch the 
skaters below, the mother 
asks the boy if he’s like to go 
skating in a much bigger 

rink. He says “Yes!” They 
flag another cab bound for 
Central Park. There they 
strap on rented skates and 
together glide under the 
frozen trees and the 
glittering night stars.  

The next morning after 
breakfast at the hotel they go 
back to the stores for more 
shopping, this time in 
Macy’s on 34th. The boy’s 
mother tells him she has a 
special surprise for him. 
They travel up in a crowded 

elevator to the toy floor. He 
is astounded for he has never 
seen so many toys! As they 
round a counter there he is! 
Santa Claus. He is sitting on 
a red and golden throne atop 
a platform many steps into 
the air. “Can I see him, 
Mom, and tell him what I 
want for Christmas?” “That’s 
why we’re here,” says the 
mom, smiling. As the boy is 
ascending the stairway his 
mother touches his shoulder 
and whispers, “That’s the 
REAL one!” “Oh boy, oh 
my,” thinks the now 
frightened boy but keeps 
climbing anyway. Santa takes 
the child up on to his lap and 
speaks quietly and tenderly, 
asking him his fondest 
wishes. He gives the boy a 
candy cane and a kiss and the 
boy kisses him back. The 
little boy is in a magical daze 
of wonder. 

Back at the hotel they dress 

for another restaurant 

supper, this time at Mama 

Leone’s. After a huge Italian 

meal the boy’s mother tells 

him that the next day, 

Sunday, will be the most 

magical of all. They leave the 

restaurant and walk down 

Broadway. He sees the 

dressed up people going to 

the shows to see all of the 

Broadway stars. He can’t 

imagine what else might be 

in store for him. He has seen 

so many wonders in so short 

a time. What else could 

happen on this marvelous 

weekend? His mother tells 

him that they will see an 

even bigger show than the 

shows these people are going 

to see. He goes to bed that 

night with stars in his eyes. 

Before he does, he throws 

Let Christmas Shine! 

—Tomaso Collik-Migliaccio 



his arms around his mother’s 

neck. “I love you, Mom! 

Thank you…for everything!” 

“Just wait until tomorrow!” 

She kisses him good night. 

 

The next day dawns over the 
city in bright orange-yellow-
golden sunlight. They get 
up, dress, have breakfast, 
and go to mass at the largest 
church the child has ever 
seen, St. Patrick’s Cathedral. 
After church it’s off to 
Howard Johnson’s Broadway 
and then to a huge building 
rising from the street so tall 
until the boy can’t look up 
any higher. Now they are in 
line at Radio City Music Hall 
to see “The Christmas 
Show.” It is cold and windy. 
Their feet become frozen. 
The boy grows tired and 
anxious. Not having tickets 
they may not get inside. His 
mother edges closer in line. 
“Lady, I was here first,” says 
a cold, angry man in front of 
the mother. She summons 
her courage. “Oh, c’mon, 
where’s your Christmas 
Spirit?” “It’s frozen along 
with my feet!” Ohlooks into 
the mother’s pleading eyes. 
She whispers, “For my 
son….” “ Oh…get in line.” 
He lets the mother and son 
in line in front of him. They 

woosh into the warm, bright 
lobby carried by the good 
will of the crowd. 
Chandeliers, lights, trees, 
wreath… “Oh, mom!” They 
enter the great theater and 
sit down in front. There are 
two gigantic white, 
sparkling, frosted Christmas 
trees trimmed with soft blue 
lights, one on either side of 
the stage. Two twin organs 
are playing carols. Then the 
lights go down and the 
curtains open for the biggest 
movie screen the boy has 
ever seen. The audience 
watches a long holiday 
movie. The boy grows 
impatient. The mother 
whispers, “Just wait, you’ll 
see.” “See what?” “Just 

wait…shhh.” The movie 
ends and up from the 
blackness of the pit comes 
the Radio City Music Hall 
Orchestra which is playing 
along with the two organs 
and the show begins. The 
Rockettes, Santa Claus, the 
dancers, the singers, the 
falling snow.  

Then the most magical of 
all…”The Living Nativity.” 
The boy sits on the edge of 
his seat. Real shepherds, real 
sheep, real kings, real 
camels, a real star…a real 
manger. The Christmas 
Story...for real! His mother 
begins to cry. The boy looks 
up at her and puts his arms 
around her. “I’m alright, my 
son. Are you happy?” “O 
Mom…the happiest I’ve 
every been. I love you.” The 

show ends as the 
curtainldescends on the Great 
Stage, like a beautiful dream 
that is over but has left a 
lifetimes of memories. 

To this very day that 

weekend in New York City 

lives in my memory. For a 

little girl who made a wish 

and a vow so long ago it has 

all come true. The mother 

was mine…the boy was me.  

LET CHRISTMAS SHINE!  

Lessons & 

Carols 

12/18, 4 p.m. 

Join us for this 

annual service 

offered by the 

Grace Church 

Choir.  

Pot-luck dinner and 

visit from Saint Nick 

follow.  

Bring your own plates 

and utensils to speed 

clean-up. 

 

Stories,     

Photos, milk 

& cookies 

with santa 

Friday, 12/2 

6:45-8:30 p.m. 

Fenwick Hall 

One photo/child 
(ID-sized); families 
may bring cameras 
to take additional 
photos.  Children 
will make a 
Christmas craft. All 
can sing carols. 
Free-will offering 
to benefit Grace 
Church. Come join 
the fun; greet 
members of our 
community.  

Gift 

Basket 

Auction! 

12/10 

Doors open: 5pm 

Auction begins: 
7pm 

Tickets: $15 

(Buy at church or on line) 

Prizes galore! 



Grace 

Epiphany 

Pageant 

Sunday 

1/8, 9:30 am 

Mandatory rehearsal (and 
pizza) Friday evening, 

1/6 

All children and youth are 
invited to participate. We 
will be looking to fill roles 
for the Baby Jesus, Mary, 
Joseph, angels, wise men, 
and shepherds. Kathleen 
Gruver returns as pageant 
director. Most are non-
speaking parts, but we will 

be looking for narrators 
and young choristers.   

 

 

The Garden of 

Grace: 

Inch by inch 

gardeners 

On November 13, 2016 
Kathy Waugh interviewed 
Matthew and Joey Datillo 
regarding their experience 
with The Garden of Grace.  
She asked them what was 
their favorite thing about the 
garden. 
 
Matthew Datillo:  “My 
favorite part was planting the 
seeds and picking the 
vegetables.” 
Joey Datillo:  “I liked the 

pumpkins the best.  I like the 
color orange.  We picked 
some of the pumpkins and 
cared svary/funny faces.  We 
found a giant grasshopper in 
the garden.” 
 
She then talked to Sarah 
Datillo, the mother of 
Matthew and Joey.  Sarah’s 
favorite art was planting the 
pumpkins and watermelons.  
She learned a new part of 
gardening. She never knew 
that these seeds required 
mounds.  It is her hope to 
help more with the garden 
and weeding.  She enjoyed 
the pumpkins and 
watermelons, start to finish. 

Kathy also talked to Sunday 
Pittman, the anchor of this 
garden with the children. To 
her it was a lot of fun.  Her 
hope is that next year we 
will have a better design and 
layout of the vegetable gar-
den. 
—Kathy Waugh  

Praying Mantis 
 
We thank all the children and 
parents who worked in the gar-
den this summer , along with 
those who contributed plants, the 
Men’s Service Group who re-
stored the garden fence  (with 
funding from a 2014 National 
Clergy Renewal Program Grant), 
Jim Cochran and others for clean
-up and Dave Tuck who in-
stalled a sprinkler system. Our 
visiting musician Ana Hernan-
dez had suggested a herb garden 
last spring; Kathy Waugh  saw 
the potential from what our 
previous tenants had begun and 
embodied the vision.  

House Blessings 

During epiphany 

Be in touch with the 
office if you would 
like your house 
blessed by Mo. Jane.  
We can bless a central 
area or travel to each 
room and also cele-
brate the Eucharist. 

A note from 

jim roman 

“I was so touched by the 
card that you sent me re-
cently. It was such a 
thoughtful gesture and I 
was so happy to receive it. 
Whether you know it or 
not I think of you all at 
Grace Church Pemberton 
quite a lot...especially now, 
since I work at another 
Grace Church! I often find 
myself reminiscing about 
the people I met there and 
all of the many wonderful 
memories I associate with 
it. You are all some of the 
most kind, supportive, and 
selfless people that I have 
ever met. It’s important to 
never forget where you 
came from and Grace 
Church Pemberton was the 
start of a hopefully long and 
successful career in church 
music for me. I will always 
cherish my time there and 
think of you fondly. 
“Grace” seems to always be 
present in my life and I am 
thankful for that every day. 
Let’s hope it continues!
Blessings and peace to you 
all, Jim” 

Jim Roman served as our organist 
from 2010-13. He recently was 
appointed organist and coordinator 
of worship ministry at Grace Presby-
terian Church, Houston. 

Grace church 

Annual meeting 

Including election of 
officers follows one 

service of Holy       
Eucharist, 1/22, 9 

a.m., and breakfast. 



PARISH LEADERSHIP Grace  

Episcopal 

Church 

Wardens: Mike Gephart, Bill Shorman 

Vestry:  Paula Asch       Sadie Durham 
  Bill Gaffney   Kathleen Gruver
          Russell Hipplewitz  
  Rick Hunt           Wayne Sabin             
  Dave Tuck         Carl Whitby 
 
Clerk:  Paula Asch 
 
Treasurer: Ingrid Welsh 
 
Rector:  The Rev. Jane T. Brady 
 
Burlington County Convocation Delegates:  
Kathy Waugh,Janet Hunt, Russell Hipplewitz 
 
Editorial Team: Tomaso Collik- Migliaccio,  
Kathy Waugh, Jane T. Brady 
 

43 Elizabeth Street 
Pemberton NJ 08068-1215 

Phone: 609-894-8001 
Fax: 609-894-4105 

E-mail: graceepiscopalnj@comcast.net 
www.graceepiscopalchurchnj.org 
The Revd Jane T. Brady, Rector 

PARISH STAFF 
Paula Asch, Director of Christian Formation 

Tara Perrien, Choir Director 
Michael Ryan, Organist 

Lucia Sharapoff, Secretary/Administrator 
Kathy Waugh, Sexton  

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: 
Tuesdays-Fridays, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 
RECTOR’S OFFICE HOURS:  

Tuesdays, 10 a.m.-Noon (call ahead) 

Recurring: 

Holy Eucharist, Sundays, 
8 & 9:30 a.m.; Wednes-
days, 7 p.m. 

Healing  services follow 
Eucharist on last Sunday of 
each month.  

Compline, 8 p.m. as an-
nounced 

Church School, Sundays, 
9:30 a.m. 

Youth Discussion 
Group, 1st & 3rd Sundays, 
9:30 a.m. 

 Food Pantry:  third Satur-
days, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.  

Grace Adult Choir: sings 
at 9:30 a.m. service; prac-
tices Thursdays, 7:30-9 
p.m. New members welcomed! 

DIOCESE OF NEW JERSEY 
808 W. State Street, Trenton NJ   08618 

(609)394-5281; www.dioceseofnj.org           

How can Grace and other 
churches get help in 
launching programs without 
trying to “reinvent the 
wheel”?  

At our 21 November vestry 
meeting, Janet Hunt —one 
of Grace Church’s elected 
Burlington Convocation 
delegates  along with Russell 
Hipplewitz and Kathy 
Waugh— reported on her 
attendance at a recent 
Convocation meeting in 
Beach Haven.   

At this meeting, Diocesan 
staff  member Keith Adams 
reported on our diocese’s 
participation in the Episcopal 
Asset Map Survey through 
the Domestic and Foreign  
Mission Society (aka The 
Episcopal Church) and 
Episcopal Relief & 
Development. 

Janet has offered to 
coordinate our participation 

in this national survey, which 
includes information about  
our worship, partnerships, 
ministries, volunteer 
opportunities, and facilities.  

Janet also reported that 
Grace is not alone in 
struggling with paying our 
Fair Share assessment, which 
goes to support our diocese 
and through them The 
Episcopal Church (12% of 
their operating budget). 

FUTURE DATES 

1/16: Martin Luther King 
Day of Service at Trinity 

Cathedral, 10 am-3 pm 

2/12: Absalom Jones 
Service of Witness to 
Black Ministry at Trinity 
Cathedral 

3/3-3/4: 223rd 
Convention of the 
Diocese of NJ at Hyatt 
Regency, Princeton  

On 11/12, Grace hosted a 
workshop for the Diocese of 
New Jersey. Telling Our 
Stories: Documenting the Sacred 
Oral Histories of Your 
Congregation was led by Allie 
Graham and focused on 
interview techniques and 
drawing stories via building a 
relationship and drawing 
stories from subject via good 
questions and conversation. 
This linked with Grace 
Church’s Oral History 
Project. Photo includes 
Kandee Cochran (left), Allie 
Graham (right) and  staff of 
Asbury Park Library.  

All this day, O Lord, let me 
touch as many lives as 
possible for thee; and 
every life I touch, do thou 
by thy Spirit quicken, 
whether through the word  
I speak, the prayer I 
breathe, or the life I live.  

—Mary Sumner, from 
Women Pray:Voices through 
the Ages, from many Faiths, 
Cultures, and traditions, 
Monica Furlong, editor.  

Thanks and blessings 
for the 89 households 
(293 individuals) served 
at our November food 
pantry  and to a full 
team of volunteers  and 
all who donated funds 
and turkeys.  


